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Chief Robert Ruth 

April 2022 

The April newsletter is always a         

full edition. The department routinely 

showcases National Crime Victims’ Rights 

Week, Sexual Assault Awareness and Child 

Abuse Prevention month in April but this year 

we have a little extra to celebrate.   

Sgt. James Walny is retiring from the               

department after a successful 27 year            

career, his dedication and leadership will be 

missed.  Additionally, K9 Deebo is retiring 

after serving 5 years, we wish them both a 

relaxing retirement. We would also like to 

congratulate Ofc. Rob Adams on his          

promotion to Sergeant.  (see photo) 

The department is always looking for new 

Front Porch Roll Call locations, if interested 

see further details on page 15.  

Wishing you and yours a joyous    

Easter holiday.  

 

Inside this issue: 

SPD Happenings: 2-6 

Newsworthy Happenings: 7-15 

Sgt. Adams,  Retired K9 Deebo and 

Chief Ruth  

. 
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SPD by the Numbers  

SPD Investigations Division  

Det./Sgt. Oscar Lopez and Det./Sgt. Matt Gerow 

The Investigation Division ensures swift follow-up on criminal                                            

complaints involving both adult and juvenile offenders.  

 The Division currently consists of 8 full-time        

Detectives and 2 full-time Detective/Sergeants. 

Detectives are assigned cases each day.  

216 cases were assigned in the month of March  

SPD Road Patrol  

SPD currently has 27 patrol officers,      

and 8 patrol sergeant.                  

There are 4 officers in the Field                     

Training Program  

Victim Services Unit  

In March, the VSU worked with 143 victims.  

Majority of the victims assisted were female, ages 25-59 and      

victims of domestic or family violence.   
 

The VSU is staffed with a Victim Services Unit                                      

Coordinator, a full-time and part-time                                                   

Victim Advocate.  

In March, SPD responded to 3,419 calls 

for service. That is 332 more than the 

previous month.  
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Recognizing Years of  Service with the      

Saginaw Police Department 

The department is full of hard-working, and devoted staff that 

put the community’s needs before their own. It is an honor to 

employ these invaluable individuals.   

We are grateful for their continued dedication to the city! 

Ofc. Jeremy Holden - 10 years of service 

Ofc. Roger Pate - 13 years of service 

Sgt. Stephen Woodcock - 24 years of service  

Victim Advocate Meaghan Zielinski - 2 years of service  
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Personnel Acknowledgment  

The Saginaw Police Department Mission, Vision and Values Statement places an          
emphasis on creating meaningful relationships with community members that sustain a 
safe environment for all. The SPD acknowledges officers and support staff that place     

extra significance on victim services and support in order to enhance community               
relations, trust and programming.  

The SPD would like to acknowledge the following individuals.                                        
We thank you for continuing to exhibit such exceptional community engagement! 

R. Coleman- Support Staff          Ofc. I. Heinz 

E. Bedore - Support Staff            Ofc. R. Jacklin  

Ofc. C. Harris                                 Ofc. B. Holp 

Ofc. J. Bady                                    Ofc. J. Olivarez 

Ofc. C. Stadler                               Ofc. B. Jebb 

Ofc. J. Holden                                Ofc. R. Heinz  

Ofc. D. Vasquez                             Ofc. J. Luth  

Ofc. J. McGregor                           Ofc. E. Fulco 

Ofc. J. Beyerlein                            Ofc. R. Bady 

Ofc. T. Cece                                    Ofc. E. Ward 

Ofc. J. Engelhart                            Ofc. S. Lautner 

Ofc. C. Wortman  
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Professional Staff of the 

2nd Quarter, Brian Rowell  

 

 SPD is proud to announce Officer Brad 

Williamson has been selected as our 

April Officer of the Month!  

Officer Williamson has proven himself 

to be a valuable asset to our                 

department, and the community as a 

whole, through his professionalism, 

empathy, hard work, and dedication.  

Officer Williamson applies the same 

thoughtful, critical, mindset to every    

situation he encounters, whether        

responding to an emergency call or 

taking a simple report.  

Thank you for all you do for our                    

department and the community we 

serve!  

April Officer of the Month  

Ofc. Brad Williamson 

 

 I am happy to announce Brian Rowell 

as the Civilian Employee of                             

the Second Quarter!  

Brian was nominated because of his 

dedication, hard work, helpful nature, 

and pleasant, positive attitude. His role 

has evolved over the years, and is an 

integral component of our department, 

as he has acquired many varied           

responsibilities over time.  

Brian takes these responsibilities                    

seriously, works diligently to complete 

them, and is quick to assist others                                           

as the occasion arises.  



 6 

 
“To be sure of Excellence” 

SPD Newsletter www.saginaw-mi.com/spdnewsletter 

Let’s Wish Sgt. James Walny & K9 Deebo                   

a Happy Retirement! 

 After 5 + years of service, Deebo, 

who turns 8 this fall, has retired  

from the Saginaw Police                         

Department.  His last day of                 

service was 3/10/22.  This K9 had 

an extremely successful career at 

SPD, he excelled at this tracking 

and patrol duties as much as he         

excelled at  bringing joy to the 

community members he greeted 

at events.   

Sgt. James Walny                

started his career with the 

Saginaw Police                          

Department in January 

1995 as a patrol officer. 

Walny was promoted to 

Sergeant in 2013. He 

spent 27 years with the 

PD, and will officially be 

retired at the end of the 

month.  The experience 

and leadership he brought 

to the department will be 

missed.  
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The Saginaw Police Department Victim Services Unit ready to support all victims of 
crime.  

Our mission is to advocate for the rights of victims throughout the criminal justice 
process, coordinate law enforcement efforts, address victim needs with service          

provisions and strengthen the community we serve.  

Our mission is achieved by integrating victim-centered, trauma-informed practices 
department-wide.  

To contact the Victim Services Unit Coordinator, Brittany Jeffers 

Office: (989)759-1260 or Cell:(989)522-5985  

Email: bjeffers@saginaw-mi.com 

To contact Victim Advocate, Baylee Blake  

Office: (989)759-1795 or Cell:(989)577-0732 
 

To contact Victim Advocate, Meaghan Zielinski 

Office: (989)759-1438 or Cell:(989)780-0867 

On average, the SPD –       

Victim Services Unit         

provides assistance to 

1,500 victims per year.  

WE CAN HELP 

Victim service provides 

help victims rebuild their 

lives after trauma. We can 

help you learn about your 

rights, cope with the      

impact of crime, access 

victim compensation and       

other resources, develop a 

safety plan, and navigate 

the criminal justice              

& social services systems.  
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Sexual Assault Awareness and Child              

Abuse Prevention Month  

Saginaw is lucky to have two extraordinary agencies that focus on sexual assault and child abuse 

and neglect.  Child and Family Services of Saginaw  offers  free counseling services through their 

Sexual Assault Center program to victim of sexual violence.   The Child Abuse and Neglect Council 

(CAN) is an agency that offers prevention programs,  court services and forensic interviewing for 

juvenile victims of sexual and physical abuse, neglect and witness to violence. More information 

on both agencies can be located on page 8. 

Every 68 seconds, an American is sexually assaulted. And 

every 9 minutes, that victim is a child. Meanwhile, only 25 

out of every 1,000 perpetrators will end up in prison.  

 In approximately 65 percent of all  child abuse cases, the perpetrator is 

the parent (biological, adoptive, putative or step-parent). 

Nationwide, 81% of women and 43% of men reported      

experiencing some form of sexual harassment and/or       

assault in their lifetime.  

About half (51.1%) of female victims of rape reported being 

raped by an intimate partner and 40.8% by an acquaintance.  

Nationally, of the 3,534,000 million children who were the subject of an 
investigation or alternative response in fiscal year 2018, 678,000 children 
were determined to be victims of maltreatment, 60.8 percent of victims 
were neglected, 10.7 percent were physically abused and 7.0 percent were 
sexually abused.  
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A Step Back in Time. 

 

In honor of baseball season starting this month, 

we've located some old SPD trading cards.  
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A Step Back in Time.  

 

 

 In the late 60’s Lt. Ray Voelker, posed for a SPD recruitment flyer. 

Voelker served under Chief Freeman Coats and became the youngest 

Sergeant (at the time) and then youngest Lieutenant (at the time).     

He left the department in the 70's to help start the criminal justice         

program at the then, Saginaw Valley State College. He later went on 

to become Chief at Bristol Twp. PA, then became Chief in Janesville, 

WI where he retired.  
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Officers in the Community Ofc. Holp, K9 Cigan,           

Ofc. Bady, Ofc. McGregor 

and K9 Harvey are helping 

students March into       

Reading! 
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Officers in the Community 

 

Ofc. Bady presenting for the 

after school program at New 

Birth Missionary Baptist 

Church 

K9 Ares had a busy 

night in mid-March. 

His training is paying 

off! He was able to get 

some narcotics and 

guns off the street.  
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Officers in the Community 

K9 Ares & K9 Harvey and their handlers met 

with the Thomas Twp. Explorers Program.  

Attending DogMan the 

Musical at the Temple 

Theater.  

K9 Denver has agility training at the 

skate park with Ofc. Ward.  
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Announcement!  
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Announcement!  

SPD is looking for indoor Front Porch Roll Call sites.  



Mission. Vision. Values. 
Mission: To build relationships within our diverse and vibrant community to meet the challenges of reducing 

crime; to help our citizens feel safe; and to render the highest ethical standards demanded of professional 

law enforcement.  

Vision: We recognize our responsibility to better the lives of those in our community and will provide quality 

support and resources to all persons in need. Our collaboration with citizens and community partners creates 

meaningful relationships that sustain a safe environment for all.  

Values: As a professional organization, we believe in the dignity of all people and respect individual and 

constitutional rights. We are dedicated to upholding the public trust, by serving our community with integrity, 

professionalism, and individual leadership that embraces diversity and open communication, in the pursuit of 

excellence.  

 

To accomplish our Mission and Vision, we, the Saginaw Police Department value:  

Integrity: We will treat all citizens with respect and professionalism. We take pride in our work and in our  

dedication to public service. We believe that all citizens are equal. We shall do what is right, not because of 

recognition, but because it is the right thing to do.  

Communication: It is important for all citizens to have access to the Saginaw Police Department. We seek  

continual input from our citizens to ensure the quality of life within the community is at the highest of 

standards. We will seek input from our employees to render efficient service and improve satisfaction.  

Professionalism: We will conduct ourselves in a manner that is consistent with the standards of our Mission, 

Vision, and Value Statement. We will hold each other accountable to our actions and continue to provide 

quality services to our community. We shall maintain the trust and respect of those whom we serve.  

Diversity: We will engage in continuous education about different cultures and people within our community.  

We will engage our community partners to participate in the education of our officers, to provide resources 

and services essential for the safety and healing of victims.  

Leadership: We will utilize innovative trainings and consistent collaboration with our community partners, to 

provide our team with the best education and resources available. We will engage in strategic planning and 

implementation of innovative law enforcement technologies. We will encourage and support others in 

leadership roles within our community. We will strive to resolve conflicts and embrace challenges.  

Excellence: We will strive for personal and professional excellence. We will continually develop and embrace 

relationships with our citizens, community leaders and community partners, to keep our community safe. We 

will find innovative ways to enhance our service to the 

community.  

Saginaw Police Department 

612 Federal Ave. Saginaw, MI 48607 

Phone: (989) 759-1289 

Victim Services Unit: (989) 759-1260 

To Be Sure of Excellence 


